
A Snapshot of our Diocese 
  

The Diocesan Pastoral Council met on March 27 at Holy Cross Church in DeWitt.  The DPC is composed 
of pastoral council and ministry representatives from across the diocese and meets regularly throughout 
the year.   Our parish representatives are: Ed Wilcox from St. Stephen and Paul Campolieta from Holy 
Trinity.  The last part of their meeting centered on the issue of planning the pastoral care of our parishes 
looking to the future.  I thought I would share with you some statistics.  This should give us much food 
for thought. 
  
First, a snapshot of our clergy: 
 2 bishops 
 79 full-time diocesan priests 
 81 permanent deacons 
 8 diocesan priests currently ministering outside the diocese, on leave, or awaiting assignment. 
 72 retired diocesan priests 
  
Extern and religious order priests ministering in the diocese: 
 10 Franciscans 
 18 Jesuits 
 12 priests from other dioceses or countries 
  
Ages of full-time diocesan priests: 
 46 priests ages 60 and over 
 33 priests ages 59 or younger 
  
 5 pastors have full-time assignments in addition to their pastorates 
 Diocesan priests are eligible for retirement at age 70 
 26 diocesan priests are eligible for retirement July 1, 2021 and at least 8 are anticipated to retire 
  
************************************************ 
Second, a snapshot of our parishes: 
  
Catholics in the Diocese of Syracuse 
  
  - 1974: approximately 400,000 
  - 2021: approximately 228,000 
  
Pastoral Care Areas 
   - a Pastoral Care Area (PCA) is a group of collaborating parishes, generally 
geographically related 
   - There are 26 PCAs in the diocese 
  
Parishes by style: 
   - 52 standalone parishes; 26 are led by pastors 
    over the age of 70 
   - 27 multiple-parish pastorates; these comprise 
    65 parishes staffed by 27 priest 
   - 7 parishes have a mission community 
   - 8 oratories are counted as part of their mother 
       parishes 
  

 


